
From the Desk of Commissioner Tiffani Nichole Johnson 

 

202.271.3710 (Phone) 
4b06@anc.dc.gov (Email) 

www.commissionerjohnson4b06.com 

Councilmember Brooke Pinto 
Chairperson 
Committee on the Judiciary and Public Safety 
1350 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 
Suite 106 
Washington, DC  20004 
SENT VIA EMAIL:  bpinto@dccouncil.gov  
 

Good afternoon Chairperson Pinto and members of the Committee on the Judiciary and 
Public Safety. 
 

I am here today as a 2nd generation Ward 4 resident and Advisory Neighborhood 
Commissioner (ANC) for Manor Park in Single Member District (SMD) 4B06.   
 

The times we are living in are precarious from day to day, increased exponentially by the 
prevalence of gun-related violence in our community.  Manor Park hasn’t seen as marked an 
increase in gun violence as other areas of the city, but we are not immune to it and the trauma 
it leaves behind.  We can all agree that the time for action is now and while the DC Council has 
worked to ensure responsible gun ownership, access to illegal firearms remains a systemic 
problem.   
 

Some feel that an increase in police officers will solve the problem, however that is not 
the singular answer.  While I appreciate the efforts of our police officers, any resolution to 
combat gun violence must involve systemic changes to our service delivery systems across DC 
government agencies and include increased investment and collaboration in non-profits 
currently engaged in alternatives to policing.   

 
agencies such as the Office of Neighborhood Safety and Engagement (ONSE) will require 

full funding and implementation as specified in the Neighborhood Engagement Achieves 
Results (NEAR) Act.  ANC 4B outlined these concerns in its resolution “Calling on the Executive 
to Fully Implement the [NEAR ACT]”.  For example, as a June 2022 DC Auditor report found, DC 
has yet to establish the Office of Violence Prevention and Health Equity (OVPHE) within the DC 
Department of Health (DOH).  In addition, the promised police officer-clinician teams within the 
Department of Behavioral Health, trained to respond to behavioral health crises have not been 
fully assembled.  Lastly, the audit also found that the long-standing data collection issues 
showing the impact of violence interrupters in detecting and mitigating conflicts have not been 
ameliorated.   

 
DC can ensure the safety of all residents with the current number of sworn police 

officers while increasing its focus on ameliorating the underlying contributors to gun violence 
such as the lack of quality health care, access to social, emotional and mental health supports, 
trauma-informed care, quality wrap around services, and increased educational/ vocational 
opportunities.  Gun violence prevention/reduction can only be achieved when viewed as the 
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public health emergency it is.  ANC 4B has previously “Call[ed] for Divestment of Local funding 
and Reinvestment in Community-Based Supports and Services” for this reason.   

 
On behalf of the over 2,000 resident of ANC 4B06, we thank you for holding this first of 

a series of discussions on best practices for reducing/eliminating gun violence in our 
community.   
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Tiffani Nichole Johnson – Commissioner ANC 4B06 
 
Copies to: 
 
Michelle Porcello 
Committee Director 
SENT VIA EMAIL:  mporcello@dccouncil.gov  
 
Aukima Benjamin 
Committee and Constituent Services Manager 
SENT VIA EMAIL:  abenjamin@dccouncil.gov  
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